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74 System malfunction
The current Indian education system needs to be
replaced by a decentralised, accountable,
community-based and more inclusive learning
process, writes Anil Bordia

79 Parental guidance
Contrary to the stereotype, poor families make
enormous sacrifices to educate their children,
says Shantha Sinha

87 Food for thought
The midday meal programme is working like
magic to retain poor children in school, reports
Kumar Rana

92 Forget the student
Education in India remains trapped in a maze of
illogical rules, red tape, corruption, power games
and plain apathy, says Perumal Koshy

94 The joy of flying
As the State falters, a few extraordinary educators
take on the task of delivering primary education
in their villages, reports Subhrangsu Santra

96 Hidden in the shell
Health education in India means indiscriminate
dissemination of information, with no thought
for the appropriateness of the tools or settings
used, writes Madhumita Dobe

P O E T R Y

4 Narayan Surve: My university
34 A blessed life: Kamala Das
58 Gulzar: Says Faraaz, age nine
60 Before the word: Keki N. Daruwalla
72 K. Satchidanandan: Puberty
84 Becoming a Brahmin: Meena Kandaswami
86 Arun Kale: A distinguished dish

E S S A Y S

7 The country of first boys
Policy that lavishes attention on fortunate
students while neglecting general education is
creating an iniquitous culture, says Amartya Sen,
and endangering India’s chances in the global
marketplace

18 Freedom from dead habit
Teaching by rote is creating generations of
people specifically trained not to ask, doubt,
imagine or perform any of the more useful acts
of a citizen of a multicultural democracy, writes
Martha Nussbaum

38 Give peace a chance
Education which is viewed as merely a tool for
building identity and economic capacity cannot
but promote intolerance, writes Krishna Kumar 

48 Who’s afraid of literacy?
Is education meant to tame or to empower?
That’s the central question policymakers have to
address, says Sudeep Banerjee

52 Is literacy necessary?
G.N. Devy objects to the idea that literacy and
numeracy are prerequisites for education. In fact,
they may distance the student from his or her
own culture and identity

64 Text, context, subtext
What the National Curriculum Framework
2005 portends for Indian school education.
Irfan Habib brings us the bad news

68 Dealing with the past
While cleaning up after the saffronisation of
history, we must sweep away the many other
forms of jingoism which are taught to our
students as well, feels Narayani Gupta
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R E V I E W S

162 Breaking the silence
Pamela Philipose reads two books on women’s
narratives and marvels at the multiple identities
and resilience of the second sex

164 An elusive modernity 
Ananya Jahanara Kabir reads Malavika Karlekar’s
Revisioning the Past and wonders how complete our
photographic memories are

166 Culture, topdown
Debi Prasanna Pattanayak demands respect for
the people and cultural traditions of Orissa 

168 The demon child
Kishwar Ahluwalia finds Lionel Shriver’s We Need
to Talk about Kevin disconcerting but truthful

169 Buddha revisited
Dhiraj Singh feels that we must return to the
legends to discover what the Buddha and his
avatars stood for

170 The culture of food
Utpala Mukherjee recommends the fare served up
by Nilanjana S. Roy in A Matter of Taste — in this
case, a taste for the unusual 

Plus short reviews of works by Maria Aurora
Cuoto, A.L. Basham, Vasudha Dalmia, Parsa
Venkateshwar Rao Jr, Sachidananda Mohanty,
Vinita Bhargava, Rinki Bhattacharya and others

104 The lesson: Joy Goswami
105 B. Chinnaswamy: The educated boys of the south side
134 I make the next moment: A.J. Thomas
161 Ismail Bala Garba: Wonder Woman
181 Family portrait: Durga Prasad Panda
182 Sampurna Chattarji: Brahma’s eyes
183 Just a turn in the road: Revathy Gopal
190 Rumki Basu: Two wings and a third eye
191 The Word: Aditya Shankar
195 C.V.S. Sarma: A city watches
198 Images: Rachna Joshi

F I C T I O N

106 Big Brother by Munshi Premchand
112 The headmaster by Narendranath Mitra
123 The vice-chancellor by T.V. Varkey
130 Bablu’s choice by Ela Arab Mehta

N E W  F I C T I O N

176 The dyslexic by Swara Bhaskar
184 Death in flashback by Pawan Singh 
192 Jasmine and sugarcane

by Sheila Arnopoulos
196 It’s like this... by Poonam Dutta

P L A Y S C R I P T

136 Crossings at Benares Junction
Economist Kaushik Basu turns playwright with 
this story about the bright young professor who 
finally meets his match. A sparkling comment on 
academics, life and Indian society 

O P E N  S P A C E

103 Liberate education
Ashok Agarwal speaks up for fundamental rights
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